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Pttnllle' Spo,ts News 
EASTERN IlliNOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, ll 61920 
DA V 1D KIDWELL, Sports lnformntion Director 
OFFICE· ,217\ 53, -7<nO HOME: (217) 345-4166 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 24, 1984 
I 
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's Heather England (Lake Bluff-Lake Forest) 
will compete this week at the Gateway Collegiate Conference tennis tournament. 
England, a sophomore, will represent Eastern by vying for titles at No. 2 singles and 
No. 1 doubles, where she teams with sophomore Patti Kearns. 
"Heather has made great strides this year," EIU coach Gail Richard said. "She just 
made the team at No. 6 after walking on last fall and moved up to No. 2 during the fall 
exhibition season. 
"Heather is a very consistent player, one who doesn't do too many outstanding things, 
but is just now adjusting to a more aggressive serve-and-volley style of play. She has 
already identified a goal for this summer--to work on that style of play," Richard added. 
England has triumphed in four of 11 outings in singles this spring while she and Kearns 
have combined for a 2-8 doubles record. But Richard said the records do not always adequate-
ly express an athlete's contribution to the team effort. 
"Both Heather and Patti are sophomores and both are adjusting to the new, aggressive 
style of play. They will more accurately be a No. 1 doubles team next year," Richard said. 
"They hit against other schools' most outstanding players, but they have held their own. 
"They'll be stronger next year," she added, "but they might surprise someone at the con-
ference tournament" Thursday (April 26) through Saturday in Wichita, Kansas. 
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